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1 Overview of Vot-ER



51 million
Unregistered Voters in the United States

=
Entire population of Spain

Unregistered voters in the United States



Demographic Overlap

Unregistered 
eligible voters

Patients most 
marginalized by our 
current health system

young,
low-income,

patients of color



From 1996 to 2002, 
eligible physicians 
voted approximately 
9% less than the 
general population.

Surely we’ve fixed 
this since then, right?



From 2006 to 2018, 
eligible physicians 
voted  approximately
14% less than the 
general population.



The American Medical Association recognizes this link … 

In June 2022, the 
American Medical 
Association formally 
recognized voting as a 
social determinant 
of health



… as does the Association of American Medical Colleges

In August 2022, the 
Association of American 
Medical Colleges issued 
joint guidance with Vot-ER 
on medical school and 
teaching hospital 
support for voter 
registration



Vot-ER badges Posters Healthy Democracy 
Campaign

Vot-ER Tools & Resources



nonpartisan

optional

undisruptive

Vot-ER tools are



Hey doc, why does your 
lanyard say vote on it?

PATIENT:

Great question. If you’re 
interested, I can help 
you get ready to vote. 
All you have to do is 
scan the QR code.

DOCTOR:

The Vot-ER Platform Guides Patients



We also invite our partners into a national 

community of aligned organizations.

Civic Health Month is a month dedicated to 

focusing the nation’s spotlight and media 

attention on patient and provider civic 

engagement.

Civic Health Month



EINSTEIN MEDICAL CENTER

Bill Ryan, VP of Government Relations

Vot-ER “plays an important 
role in addressing the social 
determinants of health by 
meeting potential voters 
where they are and 
supporting them in 
becoming more civically 
engaged.”



2 Legal FAQs



501(C)(3) organizations may conduct nonpartisan 

voter engagement activities designed to help the 

public participate in elections:

● voter registration

● voter education

● get-out-the-vote (GOTV)

The National Voter Registration Act of 1993 

actually encourages this type of non-partisan voter 

registration in health centers!

Legal Guidelines from Nonprofit Vote



● Point patients to Vot-ER posters, badges, 

or handouts 

● Tell patients that their institution offers a 

service to help them register to vote, but 

they do not endorse any political party.

● Help a patient fill out the registration form 

while remaining neutral.

Clinicians and healthcare organizations can…



Voter registration belongs in healthcare

Voter registration belongs in the hospital just as 

much as in the DMV.

Vot-ER ensures that healthcare workers remain 

nonpartisan and confident when helping 

patients.



3 Vot-ER across the US



Civic Health Month
Through Vot-ER’s national program Civic Health Month, we partner with over 200 

organizations and associations. 



Vot-ER and our partners in the news



Why providers are excited about Vot-ER

45%
of respondents said their 

primary motivation for 

participating in the Healthy 

Democracy Campaign was to

address “social and racial 

inequities.”

51%
of respondents said they 

used their Vot-ER badge to 

improve the social 

determinants of health.

93%
of respondents said the 

Healthy Democracy Campaign 

represented “a positive, 

immediate impact I could have 

on my community and my 

community’s health.”



Why providers are excited about Vot-ER

79%
of respondents said Vot-ER 

“increased my sense of 

connection to other 
healthcare providers.”

51%
of respondents said Vot-ER 

helped prevent workplace 

burnout.

81%
of respondents said Vot-

ER made me more 

hopeful in my work.”



In 2018 I attempted to help my fellow med 

students register to vote and I helped 10 

people...With Vot-ER, we helped almost 

500 people register to vote/vote absentee. 

I am extremely proud of our work and this 

is incredibly memorable for us

—Medical School Captain

Why providers are excited about Vot-ER



Why providers are excited about Vot-ER

I loved being able to witness the 

enthusiasm and camaraderie from both 

medical students and providers.

—Medical School Captain

I am continually energized when talking to 

patients about this...It has been a great 

thing for my own mental health.

—Emergency Doc in Ohio



You can act now

● Get your free individual Vot-ER badge at vot-er.org/free-badge

● Get team badges at vot-er.org/team-badges

● Join Civic Health Month at civichealthmonth.org/join-us



Appendix: Feel free to use the 
following slides to craft your hard 

ask



Terms Definition
Populations 

targeted
Level of 
change

Social needs/health-
related social needs 
(HRSNs)

“The effects of the causes”

Individual material and psychosocial 
circumstances

Specific individuals or 
defined populations

Micro

Social determinants
of health (SDH)

"The causes of poor health"

Underlying community-wide social, 
economic, and physical conditions

Defined communities or 
regions

Meso

Structural 
determinants/ SDH 
inequities

"The causes of the causes"

The climate, socioeconomic
political context, and the
structural mechanisms that shape social 
hierarchy

Cities, states, nations, or 
the world

Macro
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Structural determinants of health
The upstream causes of the causes

Social determinants of health
The causes of poor health

Health-related social needs
Effects of the causes

Voting



Partnering is as easy as 

using Vot-ER templates to 

share social media posts 

and emails with your 

organization.

Becoming a Civic Health Month Partner

Upgrade your commitment by 

supporting a Healthy 

Democracy Campaign team, 

writing an op-ed, or hosting a 

staff training.

When you're ready, sign up at 

civichealthmonth.org!

21 3

https://www.civichealthmonth.org/join-us
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